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PEDAL PROSE for PRACTICE PROS
Twenty-five low register studies for tuba

Pedal Prose for Practice Pros (2020) is a set of  
twenty-five short characteristic studies for tuba designed 

to emphasize low-register playing. These etudes were 
written with contrabass tuba in mind, but can also be a 

delightful challenge on bass tuba. Special thanks to 
Dennis AsKew for listening to me hack my way through 
these in lessons and Brent Harvey and Justin Worley for 

giving me great feedback and input.
Apologies to my neighbors.

Other Tuba works from Mike Robinson:

Tuba Solo
NC Flight (2014) Tuba w/ Woodwind Quintet

Tuba Duet
Georgia Suite (2015)
Dance Suite (2015)

*Three Dances - Gonzaga (2017)
*Idyl and Elegy I - Håkanson (2017)

Tuba Quartet
*String Quartet no. 11, mvt. I - Beethoven (2010)

Suite Heroique (2013)
Quartet Chorale Collection (2013)

*String Quartet no. 14, mvt. VI - Beethoven (2014)
 *The Jelly Roll Blues - Morton (2016)

*Prelude and Postlude in D Minor - Bruckner (2017)
*Carmiña - Calvo (2017)

*Five Poems from Arne - Peterson-Berger (2017)
*Eight Songs, op. 11 - Peterson-Berger (2017)

Tuba Ensemble
Adagietto (2007) 4+4

Turbo (2007) 3+3
Harmonic Adventure (2008) 4+4

Pedal to the Metal (2009) 4+4
*Selections from "Polovetsian Dances" - Borodin (2010) 4+4

Concertino (2014) 4+4
Shark Week (2016) 4+4

Alpine Fantasy (2016) 8+8 or 4+4

*Arrangement or Transcription

Mike Robinson

© 2020



lamentando

1

Grave

3

j
œ

3

5
ritardando a tempo

3
3

9

16 liberamente

crescendo

21
accelerando

3

Allegro

marcato

25
3 3

1

Pedal Prose for Practice Pros
"It was a dark and stormy night." ...It's not a promising beginning.
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That is a joke. I get it. It is not funny, but I get it.
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...but how hollow is the sound of victory without someone to share it with?
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Fun will now commence.
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You know the story: girl meets boy, girl changes boy's subroutines.
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Let me get this straight — you want me to take off your head?
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This isn't a synthale kind of night.
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Maybe I could access a tactical database, teach myself guerrilla warfare.
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One which commands respect and projects thoughtfulness and dignity.
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We live by the motto, "Peace through superior firepower."
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I suppose your gods are less vague?
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Oh, I suppose you used to make them your pets
and sing songs about them around the campfire?
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Get the cheese to sickbay.
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You're not intimating that I'm some sort of spy, are you?
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I should've turned their planet into a graveyard
the likes of which the galaxy had never seen!
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He kept talking in one long incredibly unbroken sentence,
moving from topic to topic so that no one had a chance to interrupt.

It was really quite hypnotic.
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Everyone wants a piece of the new frontier.
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I'll reattach any severed limbs, just don't misplace them.
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All I ask is a tall ship and a load of contraband to fill her with.
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The truth is usually just an excuse for a lack of imagination.
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Don't make me order you to dance.



36

41

cresc.

44

j
œ#

48

marcato

52

57

cresc. poco a poco

61 D.C. al Coda

64

42

Pedal Prose for Practice Pros



3 3

expansive

22

Langsam
3 3 3 3

6 3 3 3 3 3rit.

dim.

11

marcato

Bewegt

cresc.

16

cresc.

20

cantabile

leggiero

25
3 3 rit.

30
3 3

a tempo
3

3

43

As appealing as that sounds, I'm a doctor, not a dragonslayer.



34
3 3

38
3 3 3

3

3

42
3 3 3 3 3 3 3

47
3 3

kräftig 
53

dim.

58 rit. poco a poco

62
3

3Langsam

3

66

smorzando

44

Pedal Prose for Practice Pros



Allegro con fuoco

23

agitato cresc.

6

11

16

dim.
23

28

32 pesante

36

45

Snacks are irrelevant. Continue the story.
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No clichés before breakfast.
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There is room in every good story for a little bit of passion.
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